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Born 1976 in Treaty 9 Territory (Northern Ontario, Canada);
lives in North Bay, Canada (Robinson Huron Treaty Territory)

Omaskéko Ininiwak

péyakwéw épipohk kihitohtet péyak ililiw
énéatamasit éndtawdpamat kihohcimétisit
one time in the winter, one Ininiw (Cree)
person went hunting for moose, and this
is how he survived by searching/hunting
for moose

eko kdwdpaméat méso anime ndtamésit
kinipahew méka

then he saw that moose that he was
hunting and he killed it

asay méka owdliw kitaw kahisitét
otasihkewinihk

and already he was far away from his
home—he was out in the bush in his hunting
grounds/trapline

asay maka mitoni tipiskaniw
and already it was getting very dark/into
the night

mona méka ispaliw cikiyet
he didn't have time to go home

eko kahitelihtahk ispi kdpakwanét anihi
omdsoma kihci-t6tahk isi ékasihkacit

then he thinks that when he skinned that
moose, he's going to do this in a way so that
when he sleeps he will not be cold, in the
winter it is cold
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eko kéhitelihtdhk kihci-wiskwekonit anihi
mésowayéna

he thought/decided to wrap very tightly
those moose hides around himself

eko kdkawisimot éwiskwekonit anihi
waposwayéna anihi mésowayéna

then he went to sleep, with those rabbit
skins and those moose hides wrapped
around him

eko maka ispi ékisepdyanik ispi wiwéniskat
mona kihohscikaskitdw cikoskot éhdhkonci
mésowayéna

and then, when in the morning, when he
wants to wake up, he couldn’t get up
because the moose hide froze, he was
stuck inside

eko kahitat ant(a) eka kiwalawit anihi
mosowayénihk

then he was there, he cannot come out from
inside that moose hide

méskoc méaka wayes nisto kisikdw nitaw
&nta patima katdkosihk kotaki wenikdnak
enétawiméakaniwit ewanihit ek kikiwet eko
képecikotwéniwahk éhapwesékonit ana
mdésowayéan kihci-awelihten eliw antochi
mésowayanihk

and perhaps approximately three days he
was there, afterwards they arrived, the ones
who searched for him as he was lost and
unable to go home. someone came to make
afire to get him out, they had to thaw it out
so he could get out

Story by the late Joel Linklater, the artist’s
paternal great-uncle

This story was originally recorded by C.
Douglas Ellis in 1956—57 in Fort Albany,
Treaty 9 Territory (Ontario), and
subsequently translated and published
in the book Cree Legends and Narratives
from the West Coast of James Bay:
4tal6hkéna nésta tipdciméwina, ed. C.
Douglas Ellis (Winnipeg: University of
Manitoba Press, 1995).

It should be noted that the artist's
grandmother, Agnes Hunter, helped
Douglas Ellis with the translations for the
original publication.

This new, provisional translation, which
was done in the summer of 2021, represents
a collaborative and ongoing engagement
between the artist Duane Linklater and
Hunter regarding Ininimowin (the Cree
language). This translation was made using
the same recording Ellis made in 1956-57.

The artist translated this story into roman
orthography and spoke to his grandmother,
who resides in Piwanak, on the telephone
for further insight. After conversation and
listening to the recording of the story over
the phone, Agnes made subsequent
suggestions, changes, corrections and
additions. After hearing the story, she said:

“I hope he learned his lesson out there.”
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