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Untitled (animal seffie), 2017, colour digital print on archival paper, mirror, frame, 29 x 21 in. (74 x 53 cm)

Catriona Jeffries 950 East Cordova Street Vancouver, British Columbia V6A 1M6 Canada



Abbas Akhavan
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Arch, 2019, painted drywall, cnc-routered pressurized styrofoam, coyote urine, installation dimensions variable
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1 Grille, 2019, painted
copper, 57 x 81 in. (145 x
206 cm)

2 Trough, 2019, steel,
mirrors, 84 x 150 x 48 in.
(213 x 380 x 122 cm)

3 Appendix G:
Charange: Dictionnaire
des Titres Originaux.
Paris, 1764. Tome Il. p. 72.
Also Statistigue de Falaise,
1827 Tome /. p. 63, 2019,
laser-cut wool, 119 x 104
in. (302 x 264 cm)
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(studio), 2017, ink on
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11 not titled, 2019,
gym equipment, misting
system, automatic water
timer, water, installation
dimensions variable

12 Untitled (animal
selfie), 2017, colour
digital print on archival
paper, mirror, frame, 29
x 21in. (74 x 53 cm)

13 Arch, 2019, painted
drywall, cnc-routered
pressurized styrofoam,
coyote urine, installation
dimensions variable
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pigmented food-grade
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The work of Abbas Akhavan (b. 1977, Tehran, Iran;
lives/works: Montreal) ranges from site-specific
ephemeral installations to drawing, video, sculpture
and performance. The direction of his research has
been deeply influenced by the specificity of the sites
where he works: the architectures that house them,
the economies that surround them, and the people
that frequent them. The domestic sphere, which

he proposes as a forked space between hospitality
and hostility, has been an ongoing area of study in
his practice. More recent works have wandered into
spaces and species just outside the home: the garden,
the backyard, and other domesticated landscapes.

Recent solo exhibitions include the CCA Wattis
Institute, San Francisco (2019); The Power Plant,
Toronto (2018); Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin (2017);
and Artspeak, Vancouver (2015). Recent group
exhibitions include Liverpool Biennial (2018); SALT
Galata, Istanbul (2017); and Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum, New York (2016).

Akhavan received his MFA from the University of
British Columbia, Vancouver (2006), and his BFA from
Concordia University, Montreal (2004). He is the
recipient of the Sobey Art Award (2015); Abraaj Group
Art Prize (2014); and the Berliner Kunstpreis (2012).

Abbas Akhavan would like to thank Barb Atwell,
Francesca Bennett, Sunny Chen, Steven Cottingham,
Randy Lee Cutler, Pedro Davila, Chris Egan, Eshrat
Erfanian, Vincent Fromenteau, Toby Froschauer, Derek
Gaw, Peter Gazendam, Lyn Guy, Odessa Harrison,
Jamie Hilder, Alexander Hird, Catriona Jeffries, Pippa
Lattey, Louis, MakerLabs, James Marsden, David
Morgan, Toni Pieroni, The Power Plant Contemporary
Art Gallery, Mahshid Rafiei, Marina Roy, Denise Ryner,
The Third Line, Kika Thorne, Wade Warman, Jayne
Wilkinson, and j.



Catriona Jeffries is pleased to announce Abbas Akhavan’s
first solo exhibition with the gallery. Akhavan’s work ranges from
site-specific ephemeral installations to drawing, video, sculpture and
performance. An ongoing area of study in his practice is the forked
space between hospitality and hostility. The direction of his research
has been deeply influenced by the specificity of the sites where he
works: the architectures that house them, the economies that surround
them, and the people that frequent them.

The exhibition title, They asked the fox, “Who /s your witness?”
He said, “My ta/l.”, is a Persian proverb reflecting on truth and systems
of justice. Accordingly, the exhibited work considers the structural
slippages that exist between categorical ideals and material reality. One
textile work relays a historical criminal trial wherein a pig was clothed
prior to execution—in this case the difference between butchery and
due process has to be asserted symbolically. Throughout the exhibition,
symbolism in the form of representational imagery plays an important
role in considering the distinctions between ‘nature’ and ‘culture’.
For example, imagery is a technology capable of more or less perfect
mimetic fidelity, and yet the ability to see an image is dependent on the
ability to unsee the ink and paper materials that comprise it. ‘Nature’
and ‘culture’ are only distinguishable through culture itself.

In the gallery’s liminal courtyard space, Akhavan has installed
Trough, a large, quasi-minimalist mirrored sculpture. The work does
not function as a vessel of sustenance for domesticated animals, but
instead reflects and refracts our own images, drawing into question
the relationship between representation and sustenance. Gallery staff
have been asked to open and close the mirrors throughout the day
so that both the installation’s appearance and the images it produces
are variable. The notion of agency over images is continued inside
the gallery: an animal selfie is hidden behind an inverted mirror, and
a home gym machine is recurrently doused in mist. The machine
sweats—the residue of exerting agency over one’s image remains even
in the absence of the agent.

The laws that determine inclusion and exclusion are not only
alluded to within the exhibition; Akhavan also explores how they
comprise the gallery itself. Part of the gallery space is sealed off,
ensuring two sculptures of ornamental swans are only accessible from
a single vantage point. This separate space has been invisibly marked
with coyote urine, distinguishing between regal, territorial animals



and despised, transient ones. The same distinctions occur beyond the
gallery and animal kingdom. Ultimately animal (olfactory) demarcations
and human (legislative) property lines are united in their shared
invisibility: these borders are signified rather than actualized.

Finally, Akhavan replaces the security grille on one of the
gallery’s exterior windows—producing an artwork that only reveals
itself when seen from the inside out. In this way, the infrastructure
of property is only visible when one looks at rather than through
the window. Like images and property more generally, that which is
included cannot be apprehended at the same time as that which is
excluded, even as they exist simultaneously. The question is one of
perception.
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